See You Later Alligator — .

In a While Crocodile! ‘\.,‘___h:__

Rrpﬁle-l are scaly-skinned, ‘cold-blooded” creatures with a
bony skeleton and a backbone, Thene ane about 6500 different
species of reptile in the world. They are found in almost
every part of the world, except the Arctic and Antarctic
regions and on mountain peaks. Most make their homes in
kikes, swamps and freshwater dvers, Although reptiles are
known as ‘cold-blooded’ creatures, they do not always
have chilly blood. A reptile’s body emperature changes,
depending on how bt or cold s surcundings an.
Reptiles gain heat and energy by basking in the sun.

Tharre are four main groups of reptiles. Crocodiles, alligabors, cadmans and
gharals belang o the Cnocodilia gmoup. Thess fence, dangemus pradators am
relibed o mepliles that lved mone fan 200 milllon years ago
Crocodilian repliles have ough, amrmour-like skin
coverng their entire hbodies. This protects them from A reptile’s outer scales
imjury during attacks and alse helps them o survive in S VRSN T . 0

haot, dry places by keeping water out and body moksture “h;mm i ako
in. All crocodilian reptiles are camivornes (meat caters). Hh 4 h“ﬂ'"..' .

While all crocodilians have similar fealures, theme are also
somie notable differences

Some crocodiles live for Crocodiles are the largest and most dangerows of all living
| up ta 100 years. reptiles. They prey on fish, birds and mammals as big as deer
or cable. Crocs' move i_ﬂ.'u'illl_lr' thirough waler, powensd mainly
by the tall. Males and females look alike, but males tend to grow bigger The largest
cracndile can grow o more than Jm (230) leng. Dward cracodiles are the smalles

spoecies of crocodile and prow b just 2m (6-50) long,
Crocodile farms can be
found in some countries,
such as Fimbabwe, where
crocodiles are bred for thelr
iking 1o make shoei,
handbags and other articles.

The salt-water crocodile or ‘saltie’ is one of the few crocs to inhabit sal-water,
although it also lives in freshwater rivers and lakes. [t 5 the largest reptile alive
today and 5 one of the world’s most powerful animak. Strong enough o kill and
eat a human, it can stay underwater for more than an hour. It gets rid of extra,
unwanted salt through karge salt glands on the back of its tongue,
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The Nile crocodile has become mre, due io the demand for = "‘* 1

s skin. This African I'l.,']!lih:‘ preys on |d|rg|,' marmmals, whi

come b the water's edge w drink. Having snaiched lis prey,

thar croc drowns it |1_l.- Im||J|nl.-, it under water. The crooodiles

can't chew iis food, so it spins its dead prey round and sownd

in the water, o tear off bite-sired chunks. While most reptiles
keave their voung to look after themselves, Mile crocodile fomales
are caring mothers. The female lavs between 10 and 90 eges at a time and then
basries them in a sandy hole in the Averbank. When the young crocs ane ready Bo
hatch, they chirp loudly and their mother scrapes away the sand to uncover them,
Then she gently picks up the halchlings with her eeth amd carmes them inside her
mouth o a safe place. She can camry as many as fifieen at a time. This ensunes the
habies have a good chance of survival.

) An aligator's fouwrth
Alligators are not as common as crocodiles. There are two tooth is hidden, while

species of alligator — the American alligator of South-Eastern USA |4 crocodile’s fourth
and the smaller Chinese aligator that lives in the Yangtze River. tooth sticks out when
ﬂﬂrg.imﬁ. ok very like crscodiles, but have broader, fatter its mouth |s closed.
heads with rounded snouts. ‘Gators’ alse have a
_—, shisrdor body (abowt 55m [18A] and a shorier
snouit than crocodiles. Alligators usually Hve
longer than crocodiles, While all
reptiles are good at
camouflage, the American
alligator is pacticularly good at disguisan g itself,
Iiny algae {water plants) on the surface of the
swamps of Lowigiana, TSA help b cover the alligators so that they look Eke Aoating
logs. They are actually hunting their prey — turtles, fish and water mammals,

The caiman is a type of alligater found in Central and South America. The caiman
is smaller than other crocodilians and can move much more quickly on land.
Caiman teeth ane sharper and longer than
alligator teeth. The keathery scales of
caimans are strengthened by bony plates
on the back and belly,

The gharial or gavial s casily recognised by the shape of its head. This
Indian reptile has a long snout and scissor-like jaows that each contain
more than 50 teeth — all the same siae and hl‘l.‘l‘Fll.'. Its jaws ane |'x|'r|'ri.1|'|'|.'
suited b0 catching fish and frogs. The strange
Ill.ln'lp on the male’s snout i called a ghara
The gharial rarely leaves the river, except o
breed. Gharials grow b 6-1en {20481).
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Light Bites Look back ower the test to

find sultable adjscies 1o
complete the details below.
A.  Hature trail detail — adjedives
1 A reptile’s body temperature depends on how ar -
its surrourndings are,

2 Crocodiles prey on fish, birds and mammals as as desr o cattle.

1 The salt-water crocodile 5 enough to kill and eat a human. =29

4 Tha caiman has scales and plates on it '

back and belly
5 The gharial has a snout amd s,

[ Use suitable adgjedives 1o
complele thess conmparksons.
E. Dars lo compare — mone adjsdives
1 Cracodiles are the and the d Andgeous
of all living reptiles, w
2 Dwarf orocodiles are the species of crocodile. =
i The caimam is than other crocodilians.
4 The caiman's teeth are and than alligator teeth.

., Time to take action — verbs
Find verbs in the text to complete this
pasiage about the female Nile crocedile,

The famale between 10 and 90 2qgs at & time and then

them in a sandy hale in the riverbank. When the young crods are ready to
; they losudly and their mother avway the sand to
them, Then she gently up the hatchlings with her teeth and
them inside her mouth to a safe place,

-

Find five more verbs on pages 66 and 67.
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Dia daoibh ar Phldinéad Ceg

T4 .. ceangailte le ..

Té mé ag iarraidh .. Caithfimid dul ...

@ ' 8.5 Eist leis aqus léigh an scéal.

Ta Rac aqus Rél sa stdblo. Td siad ag obair ar an seanteilifisedn.

Ta an seanteilifisedn ceangailte le riomhaire. T spindg ag gobadh amach as an
qcianrialtdn. Td siad ag iarraidh dul i dteangmhil le Pldinéad Ceoil.

‘Cuir an teiifisedn ar sidl aqus cuirfidh mé an riomhaire ar sidl," arsa Rac.
Briann Ral cnaipe ar an gcianrialtdn. Tosaionn an spindq ag bogadh suas agus
sios. Brunn Rac na cnaipi ar an méarchldr. Lasann an scdiledn ar an riomhaire.
Aq tdstdil .. a haon, a dé, a tri. An bhfuil aon duine ansin?' arsa Rél.

‘Cloisim ceol," arsa Rac.

Go tobann tagann aghaidh bheag ar an scdiledn.

‘A Zac, a Zac. Rac aqus Rol anseo,’ arsa Rac.

Taimid indr gcénai ar Phldinéad an Domhain le bliain anuas.

Bhi timpiste againn sa spdslong.’

'Beidh sé deisithe againn an tseachtain seo chugainn,” arsa Rdl.

‘An bhfaca dacine fdsta sibh?" arsa Zac aqus imnf air.

‘Ni fhaca. Td cairde againn anseo. s pdisti iad.

Conor agus Ciara is ainm ddibh,’ arsa Rac.

"Taimid indr gcénai i stabla. Is leo an stdbla. Is iontach an dit i Pldinéad an
Domhain. Déarfaidh mé gach rud leat nuair a thiocfaidh mé abhaile," arsa Rdl.

‘Beimid abhaile i gceann coicise. Caithfimid dul ar thuras beag ar dtds,’ arsa Rac.
‘Sldn go f6ill. Tabhair aire,’ arsa Zac aqus sceitiminf dthais air.

Go tobann imionn a aghaidh 6n scdiledn. Michann Rdl an teilifisedn agus
muchann Rac an rfomhaire.

@ Freaguir na ceisteanna,

1" Cad até or sidl ag Rac aqus Rél?

2 Cad a chloiseann Rac?

3 Cé a thagann ar an scdiledn?

& Cén fath qo bhfuil imni ar Zac?

5 Cathain a bheidh Rac agus Rdl sa bhaile?

(’ Labhair le do chara.

Cén sbrt riomhaire
atd i do scoil?

Ain bhuil riomhaire
agat sa bhaile?

Dan — An Deireadh Seachtaine (The Weekend)



An Deireadh Seachtaine

Is maith liom an deireadh seachtaine
Mar bionn sos agam én scoil
Fanaim im' shui san oiche

Gan obair bhaile, le do thoil.

Féachaim ar an teilifis

Ma éirim go moch,

Ach b'fhearr liom go mér meo riomhaire
Ma bhionn an aimsir fliuch.

Taitnionn an chispheil liom
Le mo chairde roimh am léin,
Ach is fearr liom cluiche peile leo
Uair éigin san.jarndin

o N

Ni maith liom an leadédg

Mar ni cluiche foirne é.

B'fhearr liom bheith im’ pheileadéir
Is beidh, le ciinamh Dé.




